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BOOK REVIEWS 349 

Arguments and Speeches of William Maxwell Evarts. Edited 
by Sherman Evarts. (New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany. 1919. Three volumes.) 

The publication of these volumes makes a notable addition to Amer- 
ican political and legal literature. The public life of Mr. Evarts cov- 
ered more than fifty of the most important and exciting years in our 
history. A supporter of Daniel Webster in his unsuccessful struggle 
for the presidency, he afterwards became a founder of the Republican 
party and was long active in its councils. He was a member of two 
cabinets, of several special commissions, and finally of the United 
States senate. A leading member of the New York bar, he appeared 
as counsel in some of the most celebrated cases of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. It is to be regretted that the editor has given only a bare outline 
of his career. Something to show his relations with the other leaders 
of the period would have been a valuable addition. 

These volumes will not be of as great value to students of history 
and government as to those interested in constitutional and inter- 
national law. The arguments of special interest in these latter fields 
are those in the Prize Cases, the Savannah Privateers Case, 
the Springbok Case, and in Hepburn vs. Griswold. Of particular 
interest is the argument before the international tribunal at Geneva, 
where Mr. Evarts was associated with Caleb Cushing and Morrison R. 
Waite as counsel for the United States in the Alabama Claims con- 
troversy. Equally important and probably of greater interest histor- 
ically are the great arguments made in defense of President Johnson 
during the impeachment trial, and on behalf of the Republican claim- 
ants before the electoral commission of 1877. 

The chief effort of Mr. Evarts' private practice, in the present col- 
lection is the selection from the closing address for the defendant in 
Tilton vs. Beecher. It may be questioned whether this, great forensic 
achievement as it was, really deserves the 245 pages devoted to it. 
The miscellaneous addresses, political and commemorative, have been 
well chosen and show a high degree of literary excellence. Perhaps 
Mr. Evarts is seen at his best as a public speaker in the New England 
Society addresses, several of which have been included. The editor's 
introductions and comments are brief and well chosen throughout. 
Taken as a whole, the volumes are a worthy memorial to one of the 
the influential leaders of the American bar, and of the Republican 
party during a difficult period of our history. 

William A. Robinson. 

Dartmouth College. 



